
 

 16 October 2014 

LONDON BOROUGH OF ISLINGTON 
 

COUNCIL MEETING -  16 OCTOBER 2014 
 
 
 

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 
 
At the meeting of the Council held at Council Chamber, Town Hall, Upper Street, N1 2UD on  
16 October 2014 at 7.30 pm. 
 
 

Councillors present: 
 

Debono 
Greening 
Andrews 
Burgess 
Chowdhury 
Convery 
Doolan 
Fletcher 
Hamitouche 
Hull 
Ismail 
Kaseki 
Khan 
Klute 
Murray 
 

O'Sullivan 
A Perry 
R Perry 
Poole 
Smith 
Spall 
Watts 
Webbe 
Court 
Diner 
Donovan 
Erdogan 
Gantly 
Gill 
Heather 
 

Jeapes 
Kay 
Ngongo 
Nicholls 
O'Halloran 
Parker 
Picknell 
Poyser 
Russell 
Turan 
Ward 
Ward 
Wayne 
Williamson 
 

 
 

The Mayor (Councillor Theresa Debono) in the Chair 
 

 

1 MINUTES  
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the minutes of the Council meeting on 26 June 2014 be confirmed as a correct record 
and the Mayor be authorised to sign them. 
 

2 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
 
None. 
 

3 MAYORAL ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

(i) Apologies for absence 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Comer-Schwartz, Caluori, 
Gallagher and Councillor Shaikh.  Apologies for lateness were received from 
Councillor Diamaid Ward and Councillor Kay. 
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(ii) Order of Business 
The order of business was not changed.  
 

(iii) Declaration of discussion items 
None.  
 

(iv) Mayor’s Announcements 
The Mayor led the Council in a minute’s silence in memory of ex-Councillor and 
Mayor Mary Powell, who died in September. 
 
The Mayor congratulated the borough’s A -Level students, who this year achieved 
a higher pass rate at A*-C than the national average and advised that she was 
proud to meet some of the students during the summer.  The Mayor was also very 
proud to represent the borough at the celebrations to mark the 50th anniversary of 
Malta’s independence.  
 
The Mayor had also represented the borough at the Drumhead Service at the 
Honourable Artillery Company, which marked the departure of the company’s 
soldiers to war.  All the remembrance events this year are very special and the 
Mayor reminded colleagues that the Remembrance Sunday events would be 
taking place on 9 November.  
 
Finally, the Mayor reminded colleagues that October is Black History Month and 
encouraged them to attend the events and thanked colleagues for the 
overwhelming response to the Fish and Chip dinner in aid of the Mayor’s Charity. 
   

(v) Length of speeches 
The Mayor asked colleagues to do their upmost to keep speeches within the 
permitted length. 

 

4 LEADER'S ANNOUNCEMENTS  
Councillor Watts thanked the Mayor and also congratulated the GCSE students, 60% of 
whom achieved 5 A-C grades including English and Maths.  Councillor Watts advised we will 
find out next week if it is above the national average as well, although we think it will be as it 
is a tremendous result.  We are proving that local authority maintained schools can succeed 
as fast as any other schools, especially when there is a local authority with a strong role. 
 
Councillor Watts advised that with more Tory led government cuts coming down the line, it is 
at least right to let people know and ask their opinion. We designed a purely factual poster to 
make residents aware and the Mayor of London, in a purely political move,  stopped us 
putting them up around the borough, so he urged all Councillors to circulate the posters as 
much as possible. 
 
Councillor Watts thanked Councillors Murray, Khan,  Klute and Perry, the chairs of the 
Planning Committees and Clerkenwell Councillors for the work they have done opposing and 
highlighting what the Mayor has done at Mount Pleasant.  That out of 681 homes only 4 are 
genuinely social housing is utterly disgraceful.  That the Mayor thinks that £2,800 per month 
is affordable only shows how out of touch he is with ordinary Islingtonians. 
 
Finally, Councillor Watts encouraged colleagues to attend at least one Black History Month 
events as it is vital to celebrate the diversity of the borough.  
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5 PETITIONS AND QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC  
 
PETITIONS: 
 
Councillor Paul Smith presented a petition on behalf of residents on the Shearling Estate. 
 
QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 
 
a) Question from Anita Frizzarin to Councillor Claudia Webbe, Executive Member 
for Environment: 
 
Why does Hackney have lots of cycle-parking facilities on the road shaped like a car, and 
Islington doesn't have any of any shape? 
 
Reply: 
 
Thank you for your question, which is to do with cycle hangers; secure additional lockable 
cycle parking on public highways. We do, of course, provide cycle parking in Islington and 
have done so for years.  We use standard and functional designs which meet the regulations.  
We have 250 ‘Sheffield stands’ and 237 stands of other types on our streets.  The majority of 
cycle parking is on our footways and I think you are asking about parking on the highway.  
There is no reason why we cannot give permission for zero emission cycles to be parked on 
the highway.  The hangers themselves are expensive to buy, install and maintain, but this is a 
discussion we need to have and I am open to the council looking at this. 
 
Supplementary question: 
 
Drivers get fantastic facilities from Islington Council, which I don’t get as a cyclist. How come 
other boroughs have hundreds and you don’t have any? 
 
Reply: 
 
We have over 250 cycle parking facilities and we are a pro-cycling borough.  We will look at it 
to see if it is possible. 
 
b) Question from Caroline Allen to Councillor Claudia Webbe, Executive Member for 
Environment: 
 
'Paris has extended their Velib scheme to children. Are the councillors happy for the children 
in their borough to cycle to school?' 
 
Reply: 
 
Thank you for your question.  The Paris Velib scheme is like the Barclays Bike scheme in 
London and it is a strategic initiative which Transport for London would need to do.  We carry 
out lots of initiatives to encourage children to cycle including free primary school cycle 
training, Bikeability training in secondary schools.  We also offer free cycle training to adults 
and are funding projects where young people train as cycling instructors. We also have a 
20MPH scheme in place, which is now being enforced by the Police. I am very happy to 
lobby and to write to the Mayor to ask him to introduce an appropriate cycle scheme for 
children. 
 
Supplementary question: 
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Local Authorities can apply for government funding for a local cycling plan.  Can you confirm 
you will apply for funding. 
 
Reply: 
 
Yes, we are fully engaged.  We are a pro-cycling borough.  We want to promote cycling and 
enable children and young people to cycle. 
 
c) Question from Sydney Leaman to Councillor Janet Burgess, Executive Member 
for Health and Wellbeing 
 
Over the summer the council offered free swimming-lessons to children across the borough. 
How have the council been monitoring the outcomes of this intervention? 
 
Reply: 
 
Thank you for your question.  We believes it is important that every child learns to swim and 
we introduced free swimming lessons nine years ago. We were careful to make sure the 
lessons are free as affordability should not be an issue for this important life skill and this 
strikes a chord with the Fairness Agenda. Priority is given to children in years 5 and 6 and 
those who qualify for concessionary discount. 
 
We also monitor the outcomes and receive an annual report each year from the leisure 
operator. This contains key data including attainment and improvement of those who 
undertake the lessons. We do this across seven criteria, which are  

 Place face in water 

 Float unaided 

 Kick unaided 5m 

 Retrieve object 

 Swim unaided 10m 

 Swim unaided 25m 

 Swim unaided 50m 
 
Supplementary question: 
 
Do you keep an eye on health inequalities between different groups and is there a legacy; 
how many people have been taught to swim? 
 
Reply: 
 
We don’t monitor individuals.  Schools do have swimming lessons themselves and there are 
swimming clubs in the borough.  We do all we can to encourage swimming by children and 
adults through our concessions. 
 
 

6 QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL  
a) Question from Councillor Gary Heather to Councillor James Murray, Executive 
Member for Housing and Development 
 
Can Cllr Murray please confirm whether or not the Council will be represented at 'Le marché 
international des professionnels de l’immobilier' - the MIPIM conference - to be held at 
London Olympia, 15 - 17 October 2014? 
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Reply: 
 
Non.  I have spoken to colleagues across the council to ensure that we are not attending Le 
marché international des professionnels de l’immobilier.  It is a property fair, which was 
opened by Boris Johnson, the same Mayor who is overseeing the sale of once publically 
owned land, at the Mount Pleasant post office site, for luxury housing, whilst we are building 
a new generation of homes for council rent.  I understand that there was originally a 
workshop at the event titled ‘Investing in affordable housing – is it worth it?’ but they have 
changed the title now.  It clear to us that it’s not just worth it, it’s what we were elected to do. 
 
Supplementary question: 
 
There are many deals likely to be done at the conference.  How can we ensure that new 
affordable housing is affordable and that it will continue to help people into the future? 
 
Reply: 
 
The term Affordable Housing gets twisted about, but we are absolutely clear on this.  Council 
or social rent is affordable in Islington.  People trust us to know what we mean.  Developers 
over the years have condemned us, but we have been clear and consistent.  When we build 
new Council or social housing we make sure, with social housing, that it goes to people who 
live locally first. The majority of tenants rent or have a social housing rent share.  We’ve 
extended the local priority scheme and outright sales will go to Islington residents in private 
rented accommodation.  Any homes we build will help people in Islington. 
 
b) Question from Councillor Caroline Russell to Councillor Janet Burgess, 
Executive Member for Health and Wellbeing 
 
Following the recent loss of the "Wild Islington" Highbury Grove mural, will the council commit 
to compiling a register of public art works to avoid any further surprise losses? 

 
Reply: 
 
The Council’s Heritage Service and Arts Service have been exploring for some time the 
development of a database of key public art works in the borough.  This database it is hoped 
would provide a publicly available  ‘on-line’ map of major works linked to the council’s GIS 
mapping system which would; 
 

 Identify and locate major public art works across the borough 

 Provide a visual of the work 

 Provide a brief description of the work and the artist  

 Act as an education resource and support other engagement activities such as public 
art walks and tours. 
The ‘back-end’ database would also include information relating to the current condition of 
key works and maintenance and conservation requirements.  There are of course cost 
implications to developing such a resource.  The Heritage Service and Arts Service are 
currently looking at potential funding opportunities to help develop the resource.  
 
I would also like to take this opportunity to say that there was no alternative to taking the 
mural down; bit were falling off during a week when the inquest was being held into the death 
of a woman who died after being hit by falling masonry; we couldn’t take the risk. 
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Supplementary question: 
 
I have been unable to find any evidence of discussions about preserving the mural.  A council 
team had a HLF bid in to restore it. It looks as though health and safety is being used as an 
excuse. It could have been screened off.  Can you reassure me that something like this will 
not happen again. 
 
Reply: 
 
I can’t promise that there won’t be any dangerous bits of masonry about the whole borough.  I 
agree entirely about the importance of the mural, but the property department found it was 
dangerous and when something is so dangerous you have to act to protect the public. 
 
c) Question from Councillor Caroline Russell to Councillor Claudia Webbe, Executive 
Member for Environment 
 
Play Streets support communities and enable multiple generations to come together to play 
and socialise in the street.  Will Islington simplify our Play Streets signage arrangements in 
line with those of Hackney, Camden and Bristol and reassess the criteria for participation to 
maximise the number of side roads that are eligible?  
 
Reply: 
 
Play Streets are brilliant.  They bring communities together.  They are a source of pride and 
they provide somewhere safe to play.  I’ve seen the opportunities they provide and would 
encourage any Islington community to come together and apply.  We provide real 
opportunities and all Councillors here should promote them.  We want to see the numbers 
double or treble.  I want to come to site with you to see what we can do regarding the 
signage.  I believe that anything that enhances play is good.  Would you do something for me 
and check the Road Traffic Act, Chapter 3 – the traffic signs manual and check if we’ve got it 
wrong.  We’ve been told that our signage is right and it’s the same signage that other 
boroughs use.  
 
With regard to the second part of your question, some streets are deemed unsuitable 
unfortunately.  We publish the list, which includes streets on bus routes and diversion routes.  
We can’t do them everywhere, but where we can, my message is go forth and make these 
happen. 
 
Supplementary question: 
 
Councillors will be surprised to see a list of 684 streets on the website which are deemed 
unsuitable.  They are not all on bus diversion routes, main roads or transport routes.  Some 
hold street parties.  Can you please agree to look at the list so Councillors can encourage 
Play Streets.  
 
Reply: 
 
If you can identify from the list list that you think worthy to look at, we will. We have taken 
every opportunity.  The streets are included on the list based on advice from Transport for 
London and the Police and they are deemed them to be unsuitable.  
 

7 INCREASING PARTICIPATION IN LOCAL DEMOCRACY  
 
Councillor Alice Perry, seconded by Councillor Watts, moved the recommendations in the 
report. 
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The recommendations were put to the vote and CARRIED. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
a) That the changes detailed in points 4.1 to 4.5 of the report be agreed. 
 
b) That the Council’s procedures, practices and information provided to residents be 
amended to allow the changes detailed in points 4.1 to 4.4 of this report to take effect 
following the Council meeting on 16 October 2014 be agreed. 
 
c) That a report on tonight’s agenda proposes changes to the Constitution to give effect to the 
changes proposed in this report be noted. 
 
d) That the changes to the website described in point 4.5 will be incorporated into the project 
to replace the existing website and will go live when the new website is launched be agreed. 
 
 

8 AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION  
 
Councillor Alice Perry, seconded by Councillor Poole, moved the recommendations in the 
report. 
 
The recommendations were put to the vote and CARRIED. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

a) That the Leader of the Council has approved the changes to delegation of Executive 
functions be noted. 

b) That Housing Executive be disbanded be agreed. 
c) That the terms of reference of the Housing Scrutiny Committee  be amended to 

include some of the responsibilities of the Housing Executive and to include as co-
opted members  three Elected Resident Representatives, be agreed.  

d) That the amendments to the Constitution set out in the attached Appendix be 
approved.  

e) That the Assistant Chief Executive (Governance and HR) be authorised to make any 
consequential amendments to the Constitution she considers necessary. 

 
 

9 CHIEF WHIP'S REPORT  
 
Councillor Alice Perry, seconded by Councillor Poole, moved the recommendations in the 
report. 
 
The recommendations were put to the vote and CARRIED. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

a) Archway Town Centre Management Board 
That Councillor David Poyser be appointed to the vacant post on the Archway Town 
Centre Management Board with immediate effect, for the term of one year or until a 
successor is appointed.   
 

b) Islington United Charities  
That Councillor Michelline Safi Ngongo and Councillor Marian Spall be appointed with 
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immediate effect for a term of four years or until a successor is appointed. 
 

c) Richard Cloudesley’s Charity 
That Councillor Joe Caluori be appointed as the representative on Richard 
Cloudesley’s Charity with immediate effect for a term of three years or until a 
successor is appointed.   
 

d) Policy and Performance Scrutiny Committee  
That Councillor Jenny Kay be appointed as a member of the Policy and Performance 
Scrutiny Committee, to replace Councillor Aysegul Erdogan, with immediate effect for 
a term of one year or until a successor is appointed. 
 

e) Health and Wellbeing Board  
That, in accordance with statutory requirements, Sean McLaughlin, Corporate 
Director of Housing and Adult Social Services, is a member of the Health and 
Wellbeing Board, be confirmed and noted. 
 
 

10 NOTICES OF MOTION  

 
MOTION 1. SUPPORTING THE ‘RENTERS MANIFESTO’  
 
Councillor Russell moved the motion. Councillor Murray, seconded by Councillor Gantly, 
moved an amendment to the motion. 
 
The recommendations in the amended motion were put to the vote and CARRIED. 

The motion as amended was put to the vote and CARRIED. 

RESOLVED: 
 

a) To continue making a difference for private tenants in Islington with innovative policies 
and to work with Islington Private Tenants to campaign for a fairer deal for residents.   
 

b) To welcome and support the Member of Parliament for Islington North’s Regulation of 
the Private Rented Sector Bill 2012-13. 
 

c) To continue to make representations to both political parties, the Mayor of London, 
and future Mayoral candidates, for more radical action to tackle the housing crisis in 
London across tenures.  

 
 
MOTION 2. OPPOSING THE MAYOR OF LONDON’S UNDERGROUND MOTORWAY 
 
Councillor Webbe, seconded by Councillor Erdogan, moved the motion, and with the consent 
of the meeting, moved an alteration to motion.  Councillors Convery and Klute contributed to 
the debate. 
 
The recommendations were put to the vote and CARRIED. 
 
RESOLVED:  
 
a) To reaffirm our opposition to the proposed underground motorway through Islington, and to 
the proposed junction at Highbury & Islington  
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b) To call upon the Council’s Executive to respond to the Mayor of London’s consultation on 
the ‘Infrastructure Plan 2050’ detailing this Council’s strong opposition to the proposed 
underground motorway.  
 
 
MOTION 3. ORGAN DONATION  
 
Councillor Burgess, seconded by Councillor Klute, moved the motion.   
 
The recommendations were put to the vote and CARRIED. 
 
RESOLVED:  
  
a) To promote and support organ donation in partnership with Whittington Health, Haringey 
Council and NHS Blood and Transplant. - This partnership is the first of its kind between local 
councils and an integrated care organisation and is a further mark of our commitment to 
deliver for our community.  
 
b) To raise awareness to enable more people with life threatening conditions to benefit from 
organ donations from people whose lives have been cruelly cut short.  
 
c) To encourage the Government to investigate implementing a nationwide soft opt-out organ 
donation system in line with the model which is due to be introduced by the National 
Assembly for Wales.  
 
 

 
 
 
 

The meeting closed at 9.00 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MAYOR 

 


